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against No. 1 Lightning 
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Stimulus checks are in the mail 


Trump blasted for halting WHO funding 


Christopher Rugaber, Paul Wiseman 
and Kelli Kennedy 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — Government relief 
checks began arriving in Americans’ 
bank accounts as the economic damage 
to the U.S. from the coronavirus piled 
up Wednesday. Meanwhile, nations and 
health experts worldwide reacted with 


alarm Wednesday after President Don- 
ald Trump announced a halt Tuesday 
to the sizable funding the United States 
sends to the World Health Organization. 

With lockdowns and other restric- 
tions bringing factories to a shuddering 
halt, American industrial output shriv- 
eled in March, registering its biggest 
decline since the U.S. demobilized in 
1946 at the end of World War II. And re- 
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Trump's name on checks, A2 
Retail sales plummet, A10 


tail sales fell by an unprecedented 8.7%, 
with April expected to be far worse. 

The world's biggest economy began 
issuing one-time payments this week to 
tens of millions of people as part of its 
$2.2 trillion coronavirus relief package, 
with adults receiving up to $1,200 each 


and $500 per child to help them cover 
the rent or other bills. The checks will be 
directly deposited into bank accounts or 
mailed to households, depending on how 
they filed their tax returns in the past. 

Some consumers spotted the first di- 
rect deposits as early as Saturday. 

“We know that many people are anx- 
ious to get their payments,” the IRS said 
in a weekend tweet. “We’ll continue is- 
suing them as fast as we can.” 


See CHECKS, Page A4 
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Anthony Kobach, 78, sits on a bench across from Graceland Shopping Center near his home recently 
and waves to motorists as the traffic goes by. In a reflection of what life in Ohio looks like these 
days, Kobach is wearing a face mask and a double set of gloves to protect against the coronavirus. 


[ERIC ALBRECHT/DISPATCH] 


Getting back to ‘normal’ in Ohio may not resemble the past 


Darrel Rowland The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


We hear the words — “it will not be like it was 
until we get a vaccine“ — but do we really grasp 
the full impact of how long coronavirus restric- 
tions will remain until we can return to normal? 

We may be wearing masks for another year, 
says Ohio Health Director Dr. Amy Acton. 

“These masks are part of our future,” Acton 
said. “What you are doing is making a difference. 
Don't stop fighting this war.“ 

What our workplace will look like, or even 
whether we will still have a workplace, remains 
an open question for many. 

Large gatherings may not be possible well into 
the fall, said Gov. Mike DeWine. He said he does 


not know the potential impact on Ohio State Uni- 
versity football, Major League Baseball or other 
sports. 

“Look for social distancing to remain, and (it) 
to be institutionally enforced,” said David J. Stal- 
ey, associate professor of history and a futurist at 
Ohio State. 

“Public venues — sports stadiums, the Co- 
lumbus Zoo, the Columbus Commons — might 
be required to enforce and police social distanc- 
ing among their patrons,” Staley said. “They may 
be required to host fewer people. Ohio Stadium 
might only permit 20,000 socially distanced 
spectators. Our ability to move in public spaces 
might be curtailed and regulated.” 
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700 cases 

in nursing 
homes, but 
toll withheld 


Jacob Myers The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


At least 700 cases of the coronavi- 
rus have been reported in Ohio nurs- 
ing homes and assisted-living facili- 
ties, but the state would not release 
the number of deaths related to the 
virus when asked for that number 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Amy Acton, the director of the 
Ohio Department of Health, signed a 
statewide order Wednesday that re- 
quires nursing homes, assisted-living 
centers and facilities for people with 
developmental disabilities to notify 
the families of residents within 24 
hours when there are positive CO- 
VID-19 cases in one of those facilities. 

The order was announced Monday, 
and Acton signed it two days later af- 
ter Gov. Mike DeWine said “lawyers 
got involved.” 

Acton also said the state Health 
Department knew of 700 cases of 
coronavirus among residents in long- 
term-care facilities as of Wednesday’s 
2 p.m. daily news briefing on the virus. 
But department spokeswoman Mela- 
nie Amato said the state would not 
disclose the number of nursing home 
deaths due to COVID-19. 

Last week, Franklin County Pub- 
lic Health said that 13 employees and 
13 residents in long-term-care facili- 
ties had tested positive for COVID-19. 
Three of them had died. On Wednes- 
day, spokeswoman Mitzi Kline said 
the agency would not disclose their 
updated figures in the separate update 
from the ODH that was expected later 
Wednesday. 


See HOMES, Page A6 


Prisoner releases take shape 


Randy Ludlow The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Hundreds of inmates with fewer 
than 90 days left in their sentences 
will be released early as coronavirus 
sweeps through state prisons, with two 
more inmates dying at a prison south of 
Columbus. 

Gov. Mike DeWine announced the ini- 
tiative to lessen overcrowding in prisons 
on Wednesday as the state reported 475 
additional confirmed daily cases of the in- 
fectious virus overall and 37 more deaths. 

Lt. Gov. Jon Husted also warned that 
the long-troubled state unemployment 


compensation fund must be shored up 
since it will run out of money in June 
due to record numbers of Ohioans left 
jobless by business closures. 

Pickaway County reported an explo- 
sion of 75 new coronavirus cases on 
Wednesday, raising its total to 172, with 
county health officials attributing the 
spike to a state prison there. 

Two more inmates died at the Picka- 
way Correctional Institution of suspect- 
ed COVID-19 cases, bringing its death 
total to three in the only fatalities in the 
state’s prison system, DeWine said. 


See RELEASES, Page A4 
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A member of Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s personal protection unit wears a “State 
Highway Patrol” mask that he says was made for him by Fran DeWine, the gov- 
ernor’s wife. The patrolman, who declined to be identified Wednesday, said the 
cloth came from a baby’s bib. [DORAL CHENOWETH/DISPATCH] 


Loner taking it in stride 


Virus downtime doesn’t faze 
actress Shailene Woodley, B6. 


Football anxiety growing 


OSU coach Ryan Day getting 
more worried about season, C1. 
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